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June 25, 1990

Major General Burton R. Moore
Director of Legislative Liaison
Department of the Air Force
Room 4D927, The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20330-1000

RE: George A.F.B.
Vera, Frank III1

ey

Dear Major General Moore:

I am writing on behalf of Frank Vera concerning his exposure to

radiation in 1973, while in the service at George A.F.B.. Mr.
Vera is now suffering, as are several others, as a result of that
exposure. I am enclosing pertinent documentation, which

~includes medical reports stating that his condition is due to his
exposure to radiation, along with a copy of where the nuclear
waste was stored at Geoge A.F.B.. " ’

I am requesting a complete and thorough investigation of this
matter. Mr. Vera has documented names of others who are also
suffering medically due to their exposure. I would like your .
research to indicate how many were affected and showed symptons
similar to those of radiation poisoning and never diagnosed in
that manner. Mr. Vera has also indicated that the waste site on
the base was right next to the housing units and that children
use to play in that area.

Please respond to me directly at my Colton District Offlce Your
prompt attention to this matter is requested.

Sincerely,

George E. Brown, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Mr. Henry Gresham - 1
Regional Director Fo o e
Department of Veterans Affairs Lol
11000 Wilshire Boulevard N B
Los Angeles, CA 90024 R |
\J

RE: Mr. Frank Vera

ssn: [
Dear Mr. Gresham:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Vera, who has
contacted my office regarding the denial of his claim for
increased service connected disability compensation and
non-service connected pension.

Mr. Vera request my assistance several years ago with this same
problem. At that time I contacted the Pentagon and asked them to

- investigate the nuclear waste issue at George A.F.B. Their
response stated that there was no evidence of nuclear waste.
Unfortunately, it is now public knowledge that there definitely
is a problem at George A.F.B., but Mr. Vera continues to be
denied even though he has medical documentation verifying that
his deteriorating condition is due to radiation poisoning from
Loma Linda University Medical Center, U.C.L.A. Medical Center,
and the medical facility in St. Petersburg, Florida.

The denial states that "the fact that George A.F.B. has been
declared unsafe does not show that your suffer from any
disability which can be recognized as radiogenic in origin." It
difficult for me to understand after reading the medical reports
how the statement above could be made. The medical report
clearly indicate radiation poisoning. I also don’t understand
why our local Veteran’s Hospital did reach the same conclusion in
this matter. :

In the "condition" portion of the denial “

m, low back strain are Tierea T nee
1s clarified further as well. Mr. Vera is try to obtain

benefits for radiation poisoning, and a dislocated right

shoulder, cracked sternum,, and crushed, ruptured and bulging
disc injury that was due to a service connected gunshop accident.
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I am also enclosing a copy of where the nuclear waste was located
at George A.F.B.. I feel confident that if this matter was
investigated, it will show that Mr. Vera was exposed to
radiation, as were several others. I am enclosing an
authorization, medical records, along with other relevant
documents, and am requesting that Mr. Vera's medical records,
located at lLoma Linda Veterans Hospital, be released to him.

Please respond to me directly at my Colton District Offlce. Your:
prompt attention to this matter is requested.

Sincerely,

George E. Brown, Jr.
Member of Congress
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NATIONAL PRIOR:TIES LIST SITES:
California and Hawaii

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Office of Emergency & Remedial Response
Office of Program Management
Washington, DC 20460
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EPA REGION 9
CONGRESSIONAL DIST. 37

San Bernardino County
Victorville

GEORGE Al

'FORCE BA

CALIFORNIA
EPA ID# CA2570024453

Site Description

The George Air Force Base occupies 5,347 acres. The base supports tactical fighter operations
and provides training for air crew and maintenance personnel. The base is scheduled for closure
in 1992. All hazardous and solid wastes now are disposed of off site at licensed facilities. Fifty-
1 four potential areas of contamination have been identified at this site. The Air Force eliminated
37 of those sites by determining that they were not a threat to public health and the environment.
The Air Force then grouped the remaining areas of contamination into the following five areas
for cleanup: the northeast Disposal Area, Industrial Storm Drain Line and Outfall, landfills in
the northeast and southeast areas of the base, Fire Training and Disposal Pits, petroleum
contamination in soil and groundwater, and miscellaneous liquid disposal sites. Approximately
15,400 people live within 3 miles of the site, and 11,000 people reside within 1 mile of the site.

NPL LISTING HISTORY

Site Responsibility:  This site is being addressed through
Proposed Date: 07/14/89

Federal actions.

Final Date: 02/22/90

Threats and Contaminants

Groundwater and soil are contaminated with heavy metals including lead, volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), and radioactive wastes, Potential health risks exist
through direct contact with or acm contaminated groundwater or
XXy soils.

Cleanup Approach

This site is being addressed in five stages: initial actions and four long-term remedial phases
focusing on cleanup of the Northeast Disposal area, the Flightline area, the Petroleum, Oil, and
Lubricant and landfill areas, and the entire site. These phases address contamination across the
] five areas previously identified b{'y the Air Force.

H {

75 April 1991


Frank
Highlight




