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Frank Vera III 
 

 

www.GeorgeAFB.Info 
 

4 April 2012  
BY FAX TO:  571-305-8229 

 
Secretary of the Air Force 
Thru: AFOSI/XILI 
Attn: FOIA Section 
27130 Telegraph Rd. 
Quantico, VA.  22134 
Phone: 571-305-8728 
afosi.hq.foia@ogn.af.mil  
 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Appeal 
FOIA/Privacy Act Request case number AFOSI 2012-FOIA 00156 

 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
I am appealing the 10 February 2012 FOIA/PA Act denial based on its being a “duplicate 
request”.  (See pages 5 and 6) 
 
While this is my third FOIA/PA request for this information, it is not and should not be 
considered a “duplicate request.”   
 

1. This request should have been processed as a new FOIA/PA request as it 
contained a sworn Statement of Facts from , former OSI 
Special Agent.  This Statement of Facts contains new information to help the AF 
FOIA Officer locate the requested records.  (See page 10) 

2. This request was filed with Headquarters Air Force/ICIO and not with AF 
OSI/XILI because the OSI was unsuccessful in locating the requested records for 
the last two FOIA requests that were filed with them.  Considering the facts that 
George AFB was closed in December 1992, 20 years ago, and the requested 
records dealt exclusively with environmental contamination at the former base, it 
is reasonable to believe that the records are maintained by another branch of the 
AF or stored in a record repository other than with the OSI.  (See page 5) 

3. I did not have Mr.  Statement of Facts, dated 18 February 2011, when I 
filed FOIA requests AFOSI; 2011-FOIA-00142 dated 3 January 2011 or 2011-
FOIA-00201 dated 4 February 2011.  Furthermore, I was not aware that I could 
submit new information during a FOIA/PA appeal.  

4. Mr.  Statement of Facts provides the following new information: 
a. Confirmation that the investigations did occur in 1990 or 1991 and that 

documentation was generated. 
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b. Mr.  did conduct an investigation into my possible exposure to an 
unknown, possible CBRN material at the former George Air Force Base, CA. 

c. Mr.  did conduct a separate investigation into “potential 
[environmental] hazards that were known to the Air Force at that time” at 
George AFB. 

d. Mr.  was assigned to “OSI Detachment 1802.” 
e. Mr.  supervisor was “Special Agent .” 
f. The location of my possible exposure was “Southern portion of GAFB” 

(SEDA). 
g. Mr.  current contact information, “  

,” and he is willing to provide the AF with any 
additional information needed to help locate the requested records. 

 
 

Additional New Information 
 
I am providing the following additional new information to help the AF FOIA Officer 
locate the requested records: 
 

1. This was an approximately three-weeklong joint investigation between the FBI 
and OSI; the investigators were , Special Agent FBI and  

, Special Agent OSI.  (See page 11) 
2. The unmarked barrel was located in the base recreational area (motocross track 

south of Air Base Rd.), behind the former small arms range.  It was olive drab in 
color, smaller than a 55-gallon drum, the lid was extremely heavy, the seal ring 
was stainless steel and had a screw clamp, the material looks like broken up 
ceramic dust to about 2 - inch long shards that was tan and was slightly yellow.  I 
opened the barrel, dug all the contents out, and stopped when I saw the top edge 
of the bottom.  The location of the barrel was approximately where IRP sites DP-
33 / (M-1) are shown on the attached map.  (See page 12) 

3. During the course of the investigation, Mr.  asked me to show him where 
the barrel was located.  We drove east on the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power (LADWP) power line road and he stopped the car about 1/8 mile 
before we got to the site.  He stated that he “could not enter the area,” but would 
not say why.  We could clearly see that hundreds, possibly thousands of yards of 
dirt had recently been removed.   

4. The George AFB Administrative record does not show remediation of the site 
prior to 1992.  
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AFOSI 2011 FOIA-00142 and 2011-FOIA-00201 

 
The 10 February 2012 FOIA (AFOSI 2012-FOIA 00156) denial letter refers to the two 
previous FOIA/PA requests (AFOSI 2011 FOIA-00142 and AFOSI 2011-FOIA-00201). 
 

1. AFOSI 2011 FOIA-00142 was filed on 3 January 2011. 
a. On 6 January 2011 10:45, Michael Jenkins called to clarify the FOIA/PA 

request. 
b. I received a “no records” response dated 25 January 2011.   

Apparently, when I spoke to Mr. Jenkins on 6 January 2011, my physical 
pain had caused my verbal explanation to be disjointed because his 
understanding of what documents I had requested did not resemble the 
original 3 January 2011 FOIA/PA request. 

2. AFOSI 2011-FOIA-00201 was filed on 25 January 2011. 
a. In this request I asked, “Please do not call to clarify this request, limit the 

scope, and/ or alter this request” because of the problems with the 
pervious request. 

b. I received a FOIA/PA response dated 8 March 2011. 
This response consisted of a 2-page letter and 77 pages of documents 
pertaining to two AFOSI cases (960110D58-799640 and 950L304ED558-
Z776135).  Both of these cases were limited to the former Norton AFB, 
CA.  The documents do mention that International Technology 
Corporation (ITC) did contract work at George AFB and Norton AFB.  
(Copies of these FOIA records are at www.georgeafb.info/foia/foia-request) 

 
 

Public Interest Statement 
 
George AFB had about 14 Installation Restoration Program (IRP) sites (unpermitted 
dumpsites and unpermitted burn pits) within 500 feet to a mile upstream of the drinking 
water supply wells for George AFB, Adelanto, and private homes.  (See pages 13 and 14)  
 
The AF acknowledges that these 14 IRP sites contain the following: the outflow from the 
sewage treatment plant, aviation gas, tetraethyl lead, VOCs, weapons' residue, heavy 
metals; industrial, chemical, and/or radioactive waste.  
 
The AF by its own admission has no record of all of the dump locations, or what or how 
much that it disposed at George AFB.  “Burial of Radioactive Waste in the USAF” - AF 
– 1972; “Nuclear Regulation - The Military Would Benefit From a Comprehensive Waste 
Disposal Program” - GAO – 1990; “Environmental Cleanup – Better Data Needed For 
Radioactively Contaminated Defense Sites” – GAO – 1994; “Lost Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) Records” - EPA – 1996 
 

http://www.georgeafb.info/foia/foia-request


The Air Force admits that it routinely withheld records and information about radioactive 
waste from regulators, contractors, and the public. "Buried Radioactive Weapons 

Maintenance Waste"- Air Force Real Property Agency (AFRPA)- 8 May 2003 

In Closing 

Because the AF has not acknowledged the nature and extent of the environmental 
contamination at the former George AFB: 

• Doctors cannot treat toxic exposures of base personnel and family members. 
• Military personnel are being defrauded of their Medical Discharge, Military 

Pension, and medical care (TRICARE). 
• Military personnel's family members are being defrauded of their medical care 

(TRICARE). 
• Veterans are being defrauded of their VA Service Connected Pension and VA 

medical care. 
• Veterans' family members are being defrauded of their VA medical care 

(CHAMPVA). 
• Parents were never given the choice of whether or not to have children because 

these parents were not provided information about their toxic exposure and the 
possible effect that it may have on their pregnancy and unborn children. 

• The two schools on George AFB remained open for 15 years after the base was 
closed, potentially unnecessarily exposing the children and staff to environmental 

contamination. 

I am asking that the Air Force release unredacted copies of all of the requested records. 

Thank you for processing this FOIA/ AP Appeal. 

Sine

Frank Vera III 

 

Frank Vera I II 
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