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BASIC ELIGIBILITY AND ENTITLEMENT I:41A: 

Mr. Prank Vera came to Vocational. Rehabilitationand Counseling to inquire about 
benefits relative to his dire to receive training. He is 10 percent service connected 
for psychosis and back strain. His nonservice connected disabilities are osteoporosis, 
condition of skeletal system, pulmonary emphysema, heart condition, radiation exposure,. 
and ruptured disc. He has no other disabilities to report at this time 

le Chapter, 31, entitlement: remaining with: an 
.199 	prior involvement.with_vocational 
in 	1986. 

VETERAN HISTORY: 

Frank is• years old unmarried and currently is unemployed in the VA-5 	program at 
Departmen of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center, Loma Linda. Frank graduated from 
high school in Florida in 1970 and joined the military from 1972 to 1974 where he 
achieved the rate of E3 as a weapon specialist. It was during the later part of his 
military career that he was exposed at George Air Force Base to radiation dust. He 
ingested the dust which has lead to his bone condition and his 	A/ C.—  other 
problem.s. Freak has been unemployed since 1974 and by his own admission cannot work. 
Re reports having tried college and failed due to his inability to complete the course 
work f or medical reasons. He has also tried ROP for typing anti found that he 'could not 
sit-up due, to his bone condition. 

Frank has ,been battling with the VA, for recogniti 
date has been unsuccessful. Frank is in the 
medical needs and his independent living issu 
can take care of himself and yet has over sibelming me 
proper 

• 

DISABILITY CONDITIONS: 

Frank has functional, limitations as a result of his' service connected and nonservice 
connected disabilities. The job activities which are restricted involve lifting, 
carrying, -Pushing,' pulling, climbing, stooping, kneeling, crouching, crawling, reaching, 
handling, 3ingering, feeling, stand ing, walking, sitting, and turning. 'Job, conditions 
which are restricted involve working outside in extreme hot or cold weather humid, wet 
environme nts clutter floors , slippery or high places Otualuritir.37:-prob 	
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COUNSELING NARRATIVE 

BASIC ELIGIBILITY AND ENTITLEMENT ~IA: 
Mr. Fra.nk Vera came' to Vocat1on..a.l RehabU1tat'ion and couns'eiio,r; to inquire about 
benefits. re~ative to his .dp.3ire to receive t.raining. He: 1s 10 percent ~.erv1ce conn~cted 
for psye:nOSl.S and back strain. Ris nonservice connected diss.bili ties are osteoporosis)
condition of skeletal. system, pulmonary emphys.ema., heart coDdition, radiat.ion exposure,
and ruptured disc. He has no other di8ab~ltieB to report at this timeL 

, , . " I 
Frw.k has 44, months, an.,d.14days of creditable Chapce'r, 3)...~Jltitle.me~~Eewain,in.s~th an .... 

'el'igib111ty termination' date 'of' ,1990. , His. (,;",ior invo1vement,w1th...vocat.ional 
rehabilitation lead to an·1Dfeasible rat:lng in 1986. . . . 

VETERAN HISTORY: ' 

. Frank 1s  years old unmarried and currently is unemployed in the V A;S-t-t program at 
Depart.ment of. Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center," Loma Linda. FranR graduat.ed from 

.high school in FlO'rida in ;1..970 and joined the m11.icary· from 1972 to 197~ Where he 
achieved the rate of E3 as a weapon specialist. It was during tb,e latef part of bis 
military career that he was ~oaed at George Air Force Base to radiation dust. He 
ingested the dust which has lead to his bone condition and his AI'S ~ other 
problems. Prank has been unemPloyed since 1974 and by his OWU attbitss!otr l!~nnot work. . 
He reports hav1.;:tg tried colle~ and failed due to his !nab1l;;;{ to complete the course 
work for medical reasons. He bas a!sotried ROP for typing found iliat he could not. 

s.it-up .d~e t.ohis ~~e ~o¢,~,tion.~ ... '. ; :. . .... ': ' .. '.'. , .'. "1.'. . :. 
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Frank has .been ba:ttling witr. the VA for recogn.iti~f lUs rad:Lat1oti~ exposure and to 

date has been unsuccessful. Fra,nk 1s in the V tf· program whic1,'l. addr;:Bses his ,:

medical needs and his independent 1iving issues .n:R Is currently 1ii'1ng by. self and 

can take care of himself and yet has over 'kheJ.ming medical problems. ~ A?SH is a 

proper placement. £.or him and that they' are assis1:il:tg him to deal with ~e:Se meaRa! . 
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DISABILITY CONDITIONS: 

Frank has fuuc.tiona1 .. 1imitatiotls as a result of his service con.riected ,a~d nonservice 
connected disabilities. The 10b activities which are rest.ricted involv~ lif~ing,
can;ying. -gushing.' pulling. climbing stooping, kneeling, crouching, cra'Wling.reacbi.ng , 
ha.ndling, fingering feeling, 8taodl~g , walkins, sitting" and turning. IJob, .e,oodi tionS 
which S1:e restricted involve wOrking outside in extrem,e oo.t. or ~~ld weaF-her.t.b~¥.~..:ret .. 
eDvironme nes! cll.1t: ter floors, slippery or high places ~e,.lUlf'prab~;:';:oiIo.m~~--;-",
sitUBr.i?os which would aggrava.te his aisability iIlvolv~::.t~ot: p.acl!;:1:J£"'jIi6rlt:q ...\.~.. , " 
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:frank is in 	 program which is aldrnssing his medical needs. He reports 
taking no medicantanom other then Nitro for his heart and calcium , fr hi S bones. He sees 
his back condition and psychosis as deteriorating. The nonsern.i.ce connected radiation 
exposure etc. are all deteriorating. 	 , 

ASSESSMENT OF ABILITIES, APTITUDES, AND OTERESTS: 

Frank deferred testing as he felt it was not appropriate at this time yet Frank struck 
this CP as a bright individual who had a , firm grasp on. VA Regulations. 	has been 
battling with the VA since for 20 years. He definitely has a command of regulations. 
Frank graduated from high school and yet transcripts were not submitted. Frank has been 
unemployed since 1974 unable to work. In his prior evaluation with Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Counseling in 1986 a finding of infeasibility Was established. Frank 
sees no reason Co change that finding. The CP concurred. 

VOCATIONAL EXPLORATION: 

Vocational exploration is deferred at this time. 

SYNTHESIS OF EVALUATION - DETERMINATION: 

Frank has an impairment to employability based on his functional limitations in lack of 
skill, education or training - with which to Secure*sultable employment. From 
Frank's 	  conditions bis functional limitations restrict his ability Co 
lift or move, and also restricts theenvironment he can. wOrk'in. Frank graduated from 
high school and was.a weapon specialist in the military:and has not had an employment 
h.nscory since 1974. He has no skills, education or training with which to secure 
suitable employment. 

Material contribution of Frank's Service connected psychosis and back condition restrict 
his ability to obtain or retain employment. 
, 	• 	 • 	• 	• 	. 	.• • 	 . 	 , 	• 	_ 
Frank 'has not overCome:-hiSAMpairment to employability

,
.- FrankhasY:been-44nemplOYed

,
since 

1974 with no skills, education:or work experience with which to secure employment. 

,Therefore, based on the above discussion an employment handicap is found to exist. At 
the 10 percent level' of'service connection a serious employment handicap cannot be 
granted as Frank's nonservice connected disability from the radiation exposure which is  
nonservice connected is the primary cause of his unstable work history. His bone 
density, problem restricts him from working. Frank is in agreement with this. 

• Therefore, as a ser 	 ent handicap cannot be granted Frank's eligibility 
termination date of. 

WILLIAM C. CAPEL 
Counseling Psychologist 

.1990, has padded. There is no current basis for an 
extension as his radiation exposure and the conditions that result are not considered 
service connected. The veteran has apparently exhausted all means to get the VA to 
recognize the radiation exposure. Apparently there is no rating for radiation exposure 
and the Rating Board is hamstring from acting. The veteran was urged to write letters 
"to Clinton', Core, rand' JessieBrown with full documentation of thendetails- oft.he-.  
radiation exposure and ask for assistance. This CP concurred with this action on the 
veteran's part as apparently no other option was ava able. Frank's independent living 
issues were looked at and he currently is in the 	 program which is 

 

addressing his independent living needs.n:or MedicE1 	 .' Case is closed EP12 at 
his time, 	. . 
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:"rank is. in ti~- ~ogra,1ll wh;i~ is. R'Mr~ssing his. medical needs. He report$
taking no medicanl:i1'rS O't"fferthellNitro for ni~ ,heart"anJ. calcium. f·')r h.1sbones. He sees 
his back condition an~. psychosis as deteriorat:.1.ng. The <_oD,ser,!.cp. connekced radiat.ion 
exposure ,etc. are, all d~te:riorating. " . ' , .... . 
ASSESSr-ffih'1' OF ABILITIES) APTITUDES ,AND !NT.:m.ESTS: 

I 
.~ 
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Frank deferred tesung as he felt it was not appropriate at ehis time yet:. F,r3.llk struck 
this CP ~8 a bright itidividual. who had a, firm grasp on VA Regulations • IRe has been 
bat tHug with· tl:u! VA since for 20 years • He .4efinitely has.a command Of 

l 

re.gu1ation$.'
Fraok graduated from htgh school and yet tranacript:s were tlOt submitted. Frank has ~en 

, unemplored since 1974 unable to work. In his prior evaluation with Vocational ~. 
Rehabil tation and Counseling in 1986 a finding of infeasibility was est~ablished. ~rank 
sees no reason to change that:. findic..g. 1'he CP concurred. ! 

VOCATIONAL EXPLORATION: 

Vocational exploration is deferred at: this ~ime. 

SYNTHESIS OF EVALUATION - DETERMINATION: 

Fra nk has an impairment to employability based on his functional limita t10ns 'in l.!u:k of 
skill education or training With which to secure su1tableemplo~ent. From .. 
Frank Is . -;:;,c.­ conditions. his ~unc,!:ional 'llmie~ tions ..restrict: hip a.bility to 
11£ t or mOVe, and also rest.rict.s the 'enviromnen~ he can work in. Frank graduat:ed from 
high school and was·a ....eapon specialist. ·in the military. and has not had anemployt!leot.
hisc.oty sinc;~ IS74. fie has no skills, education or t.rilining 'if~t:h which to secure 
suitable emp1oyment:.. : '. ....,' . I 
Material contribution of Frank's service connected psychosis and back condition restrict 
~i~, ablli:Y to 0 ~tain or" ~et.ai~~ploym~l:l~,~ _ .... . . . .....t ;._ ,." . 

.Frank· has tlOt overcome his ,iiDpairment· to employability ... Frank has' :been, ''rlnemploYel;i' .. slnce .', 
1974· wi th no skills. ~ducationor work experience with which to secure employmen~. 

Therefore,. based on. the .above· dIscussion an employment ~andicap is fqUc.di to exist. At 
the 10 percent level of service connection a serious employment: handicap. cannot be 
granted as Frank's nonservice connected disability from the radiation exposure which is 
nonservice connected is the primary cause of b.is unstable work history. IHls bone 
density probl~m restricts him from working. Frank. is in agreement with ~is. 

nterefore, as a serious employment handicap cannot be gran ank .s e 
termitiation da te of  .1990, has paS'aed. !here is no current 
extension as his radiation exposure and t~coodidon8 that: result are 
servi.ce connected. The veteran has apparent.ly exhausted all means to ge. t.he .VA to 
recognize the radiation exposure. Apparently ther~ is no rating for rad ation exposure
and the Rating Board is ham.string from ac~ing. The veteran \l'QS urged to !'IoIr1te letters 
to Clinton, Gore, rand" Jessie Brown with ful:l: docUmentation' of the'detail of 'the . ..: 
radiation exposure and ask for assistance. This CP concurred with this act.ion on the 
veteran's pare as apparently no other option \l'SS Sya~able. Frank's independ~nt living
issues were looked at and he currently is in t.b.a v'_~ program whjJc:h is 
addressing his independent living lleetlS ~or m~ica~enr. Case 1s closed EP12 ~t 

c.1:is ~im~ ~ , '. . .' . I 

WILr....I.AM G. CAPEL 
COUDseling Psychologist 
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